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Enjoying 
Japan’s Markets
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Above left: Around 70 vendors participate, creating a colorful array of shops at the Sanpachi Market.
Above right: A lucky Daruma doll with both eyes filled in after the wish has been fulfilled.

Below left: A fish shop displays fish caught off the coast of Okinawa.
Below right: During the Amekko-Ichi in Odate, eda-ame are displayed along the streets.
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ENJOYING JAPAN’S MARKETS
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There are markets held across Japan where 
visitors can purchase fresh agricultural 
and marine products, handicrafts, and 
much more, directly from producers. 

These markets, which are said to have existed since 
ancient times, are both the origins of trade and 
the pattern for urban development. In this issue 
of HIGHLIGHTING Japan, we feature an interview 
with folklorist YAMAMOTO Shino about the history, 
development, and appeal of Japan’s unique mar-
kets. We also introduce various markets in Japan, 
including regular and permanent markets that 
showcase strong regional character and are deeply 
rooted in people’s daily lives and culture; markets 
that deal in good luck charms; and a market that 
sells only glassware.

p10
ODATE 
AMEKKO-ICHI
Odate City, 
Akita Prefecture

p16
WAJIMA MORNING 
MARKET
Wajima City, 
Ishikawa Prefecture

p12
NANAKUSA TAISAI 
DARUMA MARKET
Takasaki City, Gunma Prefecture

p14
SUMIDA GLASS 
MARKET
Sumida City, Tokyo

p18 SANPACHI MARKET
Kuwana City, Mie Prefecture

p20
STREET MARKETS
Kochi City, 
Kochi Prefecture

p22
NAHA CITY FIRST 
MAKISHI PUBLIC 
MARKET
Naha City, Okinawa Prefecture


