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The Spread of Japan’s Cultural Influence

Even centuries ago while Japan was still in self-imposed isolation, the country’s vibrant
art and ceramics were leaving on ships bound for Europe—some as packing material—
enthralling the continent’s artists and nobles and giving rise to a phenomenon known as
Japonism. Garden design, Zen principles, anime, fashion and other cultural offerings have
followed, displaying the singular serenity, creativity and artistry of Japan to the world. In
this issue, we explore how these disparate influences have energized and inspired people
abroad and changed their lives.
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