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TICAD 7

On August 30, 2019, at the 
closing session of the Sev-
enth Tokyo International 

Conference on African Develop-
ment (TICAD 7), Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe gave the following 
address:

 
Africa is now moving forward 

with dynamic progress by the 
rapid increase of a young popula-
tion, the birth of new businesses 
one after another through inno-
vation and the conclusion of the 
African continent-wide free trade 
agreement.

At this TICAD 7, we have had 
lively discussions on the image 
of a new future of Africa from the 
various positions, such as the Afri-
can states, Japan, the International 
Organizations, the other partner 
states and the civil society.

Africa was consistently one of 
the main themes at the G20 Osaka 
Summit I hosted and the G7 Sum-
mit 2019 in Biarritz I attended just 
before this TICAD 7.

At this TICAD 7, we followed 
that flow and succeeded in giving 

a clear direction for becoming a 
partner for Africa under dynamic 
growth.

With regard to the Horn of 
Africa where the African states 
themselves have been proceeding 
with their own actions as well as 
with regard to the Sahel of Africa, 
we succeeded in strengthening 
the solidarity of the international 
community.

TICAD has been a respon-
sible forum consistently from its 
establishment in 1993. Japan will 
continue to steadily implement 
actions to promote the realiza-
tion of the “African Union Agenda 
2063” in collaboration with other 
partners.

Furthermore, I introduced 
dialogues with private compa-
nies for the first time at TICAD 
V. Afterwards, I visited Cote 
d’Ivoire, Mozambique and Ethio-
pia, and then Kenya at the time of 
TICAD VI, together with Japanese 
companies.

The private sector is also look-
ing at Africa as the “biggest fron-
tier” intensely, while its growth 

is actually about to be achieved. 
This is evidenced by the fact that 
companies, whose number is 
more than double that at the time 
of TICAD VI, participated in this 
TICAD 7.

TICAD was reborn as “New 
TICAD” that lifts to greater heights 
the double E’s of “entrepreneur-
ship” and “enterprise,” as well as 
the double I’s of “investment” and 
“innovation.”

Japanese companies them-
selves are growing together with 
African countries and communi-
ties by fostering people and trans-
ferring technologies.

The Government of Japan is 
willing to render assistance to pro-
mote further activities of private 
companies in Africa.

I am now looking forward to 
seeing fruitful outcomes along 
with Japan and Africa’s partner-
ship in various ways for making a 
leap forward in the future.”Photograph of closing session
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