Prime Minister’s Diary

JAPAN-ESTONIA SUMMIT MEETING
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n February 10, 2020, Mr. Abe Shinzo, Prime Min-
ister of Japan, held a summit meeting with H.E.
Mr. Jiiri Ratas, Prime Minister of the Republic of
Estonia, who was paying an official working visit to Japan.
As opening remarks, Prime Minister Abe welcomed
Prime Minister Ratas to Japan, stating: “I would like to
once again express my gratitude for the warm hospital-
ity extended to me when I visited Estonia in January two
years ago. Estonia, an important partner for Japan that
shares fundamental values, has been a non-permanent
member of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
since this year. I would like to openly exchange our views
on strengthening our bilateral relations, as well as on
challenges in regional and international communities.” In
response, Prime Minister Ratas stated, “January 12, 2018
was a memorable day as it marked the beginning of the
100th anniversary of Estonia’s independence as well as
being the day when the Prime Minister of Japan visited
Estonia for the first time; a business delegation of nearly
20 companies has accompanied me on this visit; Estonia
hopes to pursue further cooperation with Japan.”
Regarding bilateral relations, Prime Minister Abe
stated, “In the economic area, we have witnessed remark-
able enhancement of Japan-Estonia relations, includ-
ing more business missions and stepped-up activities by
JETRO and JBIC; this is particularly evident in corporate
cooperation between the two countries in the area of ICT,
of which Estonia is at the cutting edge in the world, and
Japan continues to expect the further strengthening of
bilateral economic relations.”
Prime Minister Abe also stated, “In the area of cyberse-
curity, Japan participated in NATO’s cyber defence exer-
cise Cyber Coalition that was held in Estonia in December

last year and has dispatched Ministry of Defense person-
nel to the NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of
Excellence located in Estonia, in addition to the regular
exchanges of information and consultations between our
authorities; it is expected that such initiatives will further
enhance cybersecurity.”

In response, Prime Minister Ratas stated, “ICT and
cyber are areas where Estonia and Japan can promote
meaningful cooperation, and I believe we can share a vari-
ety of experiences with each other; the Estonian company
that will sign a memorandum today is a company that
developed the information sharing system in Estonia.”

The two leaders welcomed the working holiday pro-
gramme that will be commenced March between the two
countries. The two leaders expressed hope that the pro-
gramme will prompt young people in the two countries to
become familiar with each other’s country and encourage
people-to-people exchanges between the two countries.

Prime Minister Abe stated, “Japan will strengthen its
cooperation in the international arena with Estonia as a
non-permanent member of the UNSC.”

Prime Minister Ratas responded, “We appreciate
Japan’s support for Estonia’s bid for a non-permanent seat
at the UNSC; Estonia attaches importance to the reform of
the UNSC and strongly supports Japan’s bid for a perma-
nent seat at the UNSC”

The two leaders held a wide-ranging discussions on
the situations in East Asia and Europe, and confirmed
that they will work together to address them. Regarding
the situation in North Korea, the two leaders shared the
view on continuing to cooperate closely toward the com-
plete denuclearization of North Korea. Prime Minister Abe
sought Prime Minister Ratas’ understanding and coopera-
tion for the early resolution of the abductions issue and
obtained his support.
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