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Feature JAPAN’S COOL TRAIN STATIONS

S
himonada Station is an unmanned station on the 
Ehime Prefecture stretch of the JR Shikokui (Shi-
koku Railway Company) Yosan Line, which connects 
the major cities of the island of Shikoku. Only eigh-

teen trains a day stop at this station in Futami-cho, Iyo City, 
but many passengers get off here, attracted by the wonderful 
views from the platform. 

Shimonada Station opened in 1935. Until 1981, when the 
coastline adjacent to the station was reclaimed to build a high-
way, it was called “the closest station to the sea in Japan.” Even 
today, the station platform is perched above the road like an 
observation deck, so visitors can see the sea up close. Standing 
on the platform while listening to the sound of the waves, the 
beautiful sea and sky just open up in front of you. Because of 
this unique view, the station has been chosen as a filming loca-
tion for many movies and TV series.

The station’s popularity as a sightseeing destination was 
sparked by Japan Railways posters. These advertised JR lines’ 
“Seishun 18 Ticket”ii and featured Shimonada Station three 
years in a row from 1998 to 2000.

Tomita Satoshi, representative of the JR Shikoku Shi-
monada Station Field Museum Management Committee, 
explains, “Railway fans who particularly like photography, so-
called toritetsu-san, started coming to visit Shimonada Station 
because they were attracted by the scenery on the posters. The 
station quickly became famous because these railway fans 
showed photo after photo of it on social media.”

Nevertheless, the number of local users of Shimonada Sta-
tion and the Yosan Line has been decreasing year by year. 
In 1986, a new inland route opened, so the number of trains 
decreased and eventually Shimonada Station became an 
unmanned station. People living locally even began to worry 
that the station would be closed. It was around that time that 
the idea for a “Sunset Platform Concert” came up. The idea 
arose from discussions between local government officials 
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The Station by the Sea
Shimonada Station on the Yosan Line

An unmanned station situated close to the beautiful Seto 
Inland Sea attracts many people for its wonderful views.
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and youth organizations about maybe finding a way to use 
the station’s unique beauty to make it a tourist resource. They 
persuaded what was then the Japan National Railways (JNR), 
which had expressed concerns about safety, and raised funds 
from local residents.

In 1986, the first Sunset Platform Concert was held. The 
event attracted a large audience of nearly 1,000 people, far 
exceeding the organizers’ expectations. With the help of JR 
Shikoku and other local stakeholders, the event was held 
annually thereafter. Due to COVID-19, however, in 2020 and 
2021 it was streamed online without a live audience. The orga-
nizers say that many people enjoyed the stunning sunset over 
the Seto Inland Sea and the concert at Shimonada Station 
through the video. 

Although it is an unmanned station, those who have visited 
this place and those who have seen it in the videos now have 
Shimonada Station engraved in their minds along with the 
scenery and sounds of the waves of the Seto Inland Sea. 

The sunset at Shimonada Station

A single-car Yosan Line train

Performers at the (online) 2021 Sunset Platform Concert 

i JR Shikoku is one of the seven rail companies established under the Japan Railways (JR) Group in 
April 1987 following the privatization of Japan National Railways (JNR).

ii A discount ticket for unlimited rides on all JR lines that can be used by anyone regardless of age, 
sold for a limited period of time spring, summer, and winter. The ticket can be used only on local 
trains and rapid trains, not for express and Shinkansen trains.

Shimonada Station in Futami-cho, Iyo City, Ehime Prefecture


