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March 22  H.H. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, the Amir of the State of Kuwait. At the 
meeting, Prime Minister Noda expressed his gratitude 
for the donation of 5 million barrels of crude oil as a 
personal initiative of H.H. Sheikh Sabah at the time of 
the Great East Japan Earthquake.

March 25  Mr. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of 
Canada. At the meeting, both leaders shared the view 
that they would launch bilateral EPA (Economic Part-
nership Agreement) negotiations. They also had an ex-
change of views on the current state of consultations 
with the countries concerned toward participating in 
the TPP (Trans-Pacific Partnership) negotiations.

March 28  Sen. Prof. Mario Monti, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Republic of Italy. At the 
meeting, Prime Minister Noda stated that Japan sup-
ported the series of efforts for reform undertaken by 
Prime Minister Monti for fiscal reconstruction and eco-
nomic growth.

March 29  Dr. Sebastian Pinera Echenique, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Chile. After the meeting, both 
leaders released the Joint Press Statement. The Joint 
Press Statement states, “Both leaders reaffirmed their 
decision to strengthen the political dialogue between 
Chile and Japan and to improve bilateral economic rela-
tions, facilitating business and cooperation in various 
areas of mutual interest.”

April 10  Mr. David Cameron, Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom. The leaders released the Joint 
Statement “A Leading Strategic Partnership for Global 
Prosperity and Security.” The Joint Statement states, “As 
the Prime Ministers of Japan and the U.K., we are com-
mitted to promoting global prosperity and security, 
based on the shared values of democracy, the rule of law, 
human rights and the market economy.”

April 11  His Majesty Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa, 
King of Bahrain. Prime Minister Noda stated that 
Japan would like to develop multi-layered relations with 
Bahrain in a wide range of fields, while taking advantage 
of this year’s 40th anniversary of establishment of diplo-
matic relations between Japan and Bahrain.

April 14  Dr. Mahmoud Abbas, President of the 
Palestinian Authority. At the meeting, Prime Minister 
Noda welcomed President Abbas’s first visit to Japan in 
two years and expressed his gratitude to the President 
for the Palestinian people’s messages of support in the 
wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake, including the 
President’s visit to Natori City, Miyagi Prefecture on the 
occasion of this visit.

April 29–May 2  Prime Minister Noda’s 
visit to the United States
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The Most 
Charming 
Japanese 
Souvenirs!

TOURISM



T he final round of screening for the Charming 

Japanese Souvenir Contest 2012 was held 

in Tokyo in January 2012. The annual con-

test is hosted by the Japan Tourism Agency and this 

marked its eighth year. A panel comprising fifteen 

judges from countries including South Korea, Canada, 

France and Thailand as well as twelve Japanese who 

hold extensive knowledge of Japan’s tourism, com-

merce and other fields, evaluated the quality and 

design of numerous Japanese souvenirs from the 

perspective of overseas visitors.

The final round of screening was based on a scor-

ing system. The foreign judges selected five products 

and the Japanese judges chose three. The Grand 

Prize was awarded to the product that earned the 

most points. Of the 720 souvenirs submitted to the 

contest this year from all over Japan, one was award-

ed the Grand Prize, seven received Category Prizes, 

and fifteen received International Prizes.

In 2012, the Grand Prize and Traditional Japan 

Category Gold Prize was awarded to the Uchiwa-

serving plates “Four Seasons” by Sakuda Gold & Sil-

ver Leaf Co. from Kanazawa, Ishikawa Prefecture. 

The plates are shaped like uchiwa (Japanese fans) 

and covered with gold leaf. The surface of each plate 

has different representative Japanese flowers of the 

seasons and the handle can be detached and used 

as a fork. The plates can be used not only for their 

intended function, but also as decorative ornaments. 

Sakuda was founded in 1919, and produces gold 

leaf craftwork, lotion containing gold leaf, greeting 

cards decorated with gold leaf, and a number of 

other items. Visitors to its store can purchase these 

items and experience the gilding process.

Manufacturing of gold leaf in Kanazawa is thought 

to have started at the end of the sixteenth century, 

and almost all of Japan’s domestic production of 

gold leaf now takes place in the city. Even minor 

static electricity can break gold leaf, which has a 

thickness of just 1/10,000 mm. Kanazawa’s high 

humidity sufficiently prevents this from occurring, 

and this climatic advantage is one of the reasons 

why the city has become a center for production.

Kazunori Sakuda, president of Sakuda Gold & Sil-

ver Leaf, says, “Since our store was introduced in the 

Michelin Guide in 2009, we started to see many 

people visiting from Western and Asian countries. 

The Uchiwa-serving plates are particularly popular as 

souvenirs visitors purchase for themselves or their 

families since they present Japanese traditional fea-

tures.” He adds, “Foreigners have long held an image 

of Japan as the ‘country of gold.’ I think these have 

become so popular because the gilded plates are 

paired with the uchiwa shape characteristic of Japa-

nese folk crafts.”

Products that were awarded prizes are now sold at 

Sakura, a souvenir shop in Narita International Air-

port. Sakura also sells some products awarded in 

previous contests. Some prize winning products will 

be sold at Gift & Travel, a souvenir shop in Central 

Japan International Airport in the near future. The 

products show local characteristics and culture. 

When you get the chance to visit Japan, please take 

a look.
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A craftsperson lays gold leaf (left) on an Uchiwa-serving plate 
(selection, right), winner of the Grand Prize and Traditional 
Japan Category Gold Prize in the Charming Japanese 
Souvenir Contest 2012.
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Traditional Japan Category Silver Prize

Tatami Clock
The face of this wall clock manufactured and sold by Norimoto Tatami of 
Toyokawa City, Aichi Prefecture is made of tatami. Numerals are made of 

wood and written in kanji characters. It is approximately 22 cm wide and 
sells for ¥8,400.

Cool Japan Category Gold Prize

Original mug bottle
Original water flasks sold by Izutsuya of Kyoto, are coated with traditional Japa-

nese lacquer. They come in a choice of two colors, red or black, and three de-
signs: bell, cherry and plum blossoms, or maiko geisha. The flask holds 260 ml, 

measuring 17.5 cm high with a diameter of 5.5 cm, and sells for ¥2,500.

Kamata Kiriko Pair of Cut 
Glass Tumblers with modern 
design “Suikyo”

The Kamata modern glass pair set is manufactured and sold by Forest Co. of Tokyo. The glass is crafted 
from Tokyo’s traditional Edo-kiriko (cut glass) technique and applies retro and modern designs. At about 
8.7 cm high and with a diameter of approximately 7.8 cm, these glasses are sold in a red and blue pair 
at ¥31,500.

Luxury Japan Category Gold Prize

Uchiwa-serving plates “Four Seasons” are manufactured and 
sold by Sakuda Gold & Silver Leaf at ¥6,090 for a set of five. In-
dividual plates are also available for ¥1,365. The plates measure 
approximately 13 cm in diameter and are about 1 cm thick. They are avail-
able at souvenir shops and department stores in Kanazawa as well as Narita In-
ternational Airport and Central Japan International Airport. In Tokyo, they are sold at Kaga Noto Kanazawa Edo 
Honten (Toho Twin Tower Bldg. 1-5-2 Yurakucho, Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo)

Uchiwa-serving plates 
        “Four Seasons” 

Grand Prize and Traditional Japan Category Gold Prize
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Cherry trees in full bloom near 
the Washington Monument in 
Washington, D.C.
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E xactly 100 years ago, Yukio Ozaki, then the 

mayor of Tokyo City (the predecessor to 

the current metropolis of Tokyo), presented 

3000 cherry blossom saplings to Washington, D.C., 

as a symbol of friendship between Japan and the 

United States. The saplings took root on the banks of 

the Potomac River, where they were planted, and 

began to blossom every spring in full glory. The 

beautiful blooms led to the first “cherry blossom fes-

tival” in 1927. Over the years, the festival has grown 

in scale to include a variety of events, including con-

certs, a parade, and a fireworks display. Today, the 

National Cherry Blossom Festival is a special spring 

attraction in Washington, D.C., that brings more than 

1 million visitors from around the world to the U.S. 

capital during its two-week run.

To celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the gift of 

these saplings, under a special arrangement this 

year, the National Cherry Blossom Festival was ex-

tended for five weeks. During the festival period 

from March 20 to April 27, a 

large number of commemora-

tive events took place around 

Washington, D.C. These include 

a concert by AKB48, a popular 

Japanese bubblegum pop 

group, and a performance by 

Mansaku Nomura, a kyogen (a 

traditional form of comic the-

ater) artist designated in Japan 

as “a living national treasure.” 

The Yamakiya Taiko Group, a traditional Japanese 

drum troupe based in Fukushima, one of the prefec-

tures devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake 

and subsequent tsunami, also introduced their music 

in the parade.

On March 27, First Lady Michelle Obama and 

Yoriko Fujisaki, the wife of the Japanese ambassador 

to the United States, planted a new cherry blossom 

sapling in the Tidal Basin along the Potomac River. It 

was an historic day that marked the time when First 

Lady Helen Taft and Iwa Chinda, the wife of the Japa-

nese ambassador to the United States, planted the 

first of the donated young cherry blossom saplings 

exactly 100 years earlier. On that occasion the First 

Lady said the following in a speech she delivered to 

people in attendance:

“For so many years, these trees have served as a 

symbol of the great friendship between the United 

States and Japan, and as a reminder of our shared 

hopes, dreams and aspirations.”

This year, 2012, marks the centennial of Japan’s gift of cherry blossom trees to the United 
States as a symbol of bilateral friendship.

First Lady Michelle Obama and Yoriko 
Fujisaki, the wife of the Japanese 

ambassador to the United States, and 
local schoolchildren, plant cherry 

blossom saplings on March 27. RE
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The 12th Global Travel & Tourism Summit organized by the World Travel & Tourism 
Council (WTTC) was held in Tokyo and Sendai, attracting around 1,200 participants 
from 53 countries.

“I t was personally wonderful for me to see 

how much the progress has been made to 

restore Tohoku in Japan to normality. I 

was very pleased that the international delegates 

coming to Japan for this conference all took time in 

the Tohoku region and other places in Japan before 

we started great this summit,” said David Scowsill, 

President and CEO of the WTTC, at the press confer-

ence on April 18.

Now in its 12th year, the WTTC Global Summit was 

held in Japan from April 16-19. Initially, it was 

planned to host the Summit in Tokyo only. However, 

to support reconstruction following the Great East 

Japan Earthquake through tourism, and to convey the 

recovery of the damaged Tohoku district as well as the 

attraction of tourism in the Tohoku region, part of the 

Summit was held in the quake-hit area of Sendai, 

Miyagi Prefecture.    

At the Sendai venue, lectures and discussions were 

held concerning the recovery from the Great East 

Japan Earthquake and the Asian tourism market. The 

welcome dinner included a performance by the Date 

Bushotai as well as displays of Sansa Odori, Hula 

Dance by the Hula Girls in Iwaki, and other local 

performing arts of the Tohoku region. Dishes made 

from local ingredients from the Tohoku region were 

also served.

Hiroaki Takahashi, Tohoku Tourism Promotion Orga-

nization chairman, reported confidently, “With the 

exception of the areas that were completely devastated 

by the tsunami, and the zones with restricted resi-

dency as a result of the nuclear power accident, Japa-

nese-style inns, hotels, hot springs and other tourist 

facilities are all operating normally. Also, everyday 

life, food, and water are all completely safe.”

At one point following the Great East Japan Earth-

quake the number of domestic travelers dropped by 

30% and the number of foreign travelers to Japan 

dropped by 60%. However, the number of domestic 

travelers returned to normal in the summer of 2011, 

and the number of foreign travelers to Japan too re-

covered to slightly below normal in March this year. 

The government is also implementing initiatives to 

attract overseas visitors to Japan such as issuing mul-

tiple-entry visas to Chinese people visiting Okinawa, 

and waiving the visa issue charge for foreign tourists 

visiting the disaster-hit prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi 

and Fukushima.

At the Tokyo venue, Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 

said, “I believe in the power of tourism. Tourism 

brings new encounters and the joy of the seasons, and 

encourages the region and vitalizes the economy. 

Tourism also results in fostering a relationship of trust 

among people beyond national borders.”
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PHOTOS   1  Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda speaks at the opening ceremony of the 
WTTC Global Summit, April 17.   2  The Summit in Sendai attracted more than 600 
participants. (MASATOSHI SAKAMOTO)   3  A panel discussion at the WTTC Global 
Summit in Tokyo   4  WTTC President and CEO David Scowsill speaks at the Sendai 
venue. (MASATOSHI SAKAMOTO)   5  Summit participants in Tokyo enjoy making the 
traditional paper fans of Chiba Prefecture (MASATOSHI SAKAMOTO)   6  The Hula 
Girls (THE JAPAN JOURNAL)   7  The Date Bushotai (THE JAPAN JOURNAL)   8  Sansa 
Odori (THE JAPAN JOURNAL)   9  Taiko drumming (MASATOSHI SAKAMOTO)  
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My Reconstruction 
News

Since the Great East Japan Earthquake of 
March 11, 2011, local residents and 
volunteers working in the disaster-affected 
regions have documented scenes of daily 
life with their cameras. Out of a desire to 
share the spirit of these photos with a 
wider audience and ensure that people 
throughout the country are united with 
the people in the affected regions, in 
September last year the Cabinet Public 
Relations Office launched a “My 
Reconstruction News” section on the 
website of the Prime Minister of Japan. 
More than 500 photographs and messages 
have been posted since then, and every day the Prime Minister’s Office continues to receive 
new items of news which are used to update the site. We introduce some of these letters.

“Reconstruction News” Started 
from This One Photo. 

July 8, 2011, Higashi Matsushima City, Miyagi 
Prefecture

Finally some soup was included as part of a simple school 
lunch.

Yay! We got some soup! It tastes good and it’s hot too.

—Omagari Elementary School

New Life in Fukushima 

October 15, 2011, Hirata Village, Fukushima Prefecture

A baby born in the same year as the earthquake disaster. As 
both parents are teachers they are continuing to live in 
Fukushima and did not evacuate. 

With a small baby to look after there are many things to 
attend to each day, but with lots of love the baby is growing 
strong and healthy. 

—R. S.

Miyako

Kamaishi
Rikuzentakata

Higashi Matsushima
Sendai

Hirata
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Many Things have happened 

September 10, 2011, Sendai City, Miyagi Prefecture
While I was devastated when my home in Yuriage, Natori 
City, was destroyed, in September I married the love of my 
life. I have found my own place in the world, which is so, so 
important. I want to create a bright home life full of smiles.

—K. T

Out to Sea Once More 

November 12, 2011, Kamaishi City, Iwate Prefecture
At the Hakozaki Fishing Port, which remains strewn with broken 
levees, there was a launching ceremony for the new vessel Dai-nana 
Hakozaki Maru. The ceremony marked the first time the vessel had 
touched water, and there was a celebration for its completion. “We 
want all the volunteers to come down to the ceremony too!” We 
were invited to participate alongside the city residents. The vessel 
was decorated with many colorful fishing  flags.

—Tono Magokoro Net

It Has Been Almost One Year Since That Day 

February 13, 2012, Miyako City, Iwate Prefecture
A seven-row doll display set up in the lounge of a temporary 
house. 

The dolls were donated from the citizens of Morioka via the 
Morioka Social Welfare Council. A local mother decorated the 
dolls and explained which one should go in which location. 

“Isn’t it wonderful!” commented those who had gathered 
around the dolls. We hope everyone will come see the dolls 
every day. 

—Miyako City Reconstruction Support Center

Let’s have many flowers 

December 20, 2011, Rikuzentakata City, Iwate Prefecture
A flower garden brings smiles to Rikuzentakata! ‘Volunteer members 
from Keppare Tohoku’ gathered from across Japan!

In an area where houses were washed away with the tsunami, a 
rainbow of viola flowers and participants together reach the blue sky!

—Hitoshi Imai, Iwate Kenpoku Tourism
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Ayatori, or the creation of figures using string (“cat’s cradle” is a common 
English name), has been a popular pastime among Japanese children, 

especially girls, for at least 200 years. Ayatori can be enjoyed alone or by 
playing against a friend using the same piece of string, the first person to 

make a wrong move and spoil the design being the loser.
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